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Happenings 
S T .  M A R Y ’ S  

 

My Dear St. Mary’s Family, 

I greet you with a sense of enthusiasm and thankfulness for the blessings God has bestowed on us and 

those God will continue give us in the future. 

The year 2012 holds many wonderful things in store for us, both old and new! Our parish programs like 

our St. Mary’s School, our Soup Kitchen, our Religious Education, youth ministry and Hispanic ministry 

continue to serve many. 

This February we will have a new event at St. Mary’s called “I  St. Mary’s”. I am looking forward to 

this weekend of parish wide friendship, fun and fundraising. You will find more information throughout 

the Happenings on this event. 

Lent begins in February also. This year, Archbishop Vlzany is encouraging all parishes to offer “Living 

the Eucharist”. It is a six week program of spiritual enrichment in a small group setting. Again, there is 

information about this elsewhere in the Happenings. I hope that many of you will chose this opportunity 

to deepen your faith. 

Just as God has blessed us, so we share those blessings with others. I want to thank all of you who 

brought food or scrip to help families at Thanksgiving and also all of you who helped the families on our 

Giving Tree for Christmas. During the month of January, we will be collecting socks, mittens, hats and 

scarves for others in our community. 

Our parish is fortunate to be in a sister parish relationship with St. Mary’s in Honduras. We recently 

have sent them funds to help with the salary of a youth coordinator; to purchase sewing machines and 

fabric and also to provide scholarships for youth. 

During Lent, we will be helping our brothers and sisters in Honduras to 

complete the building of their church. Each brick for the church costs 

them 75 cents to make. We will be asking you to save your pennies, nick-

els, dimes and quarters (and dollars!) to help our sister parish. 

I truly appreciate each and everyone of you!  

I ask that God will bless you in this New Year. 

In His Love, 

Father T 

Your Spiritual Leader and Pastor 
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  I                      St. Mary’s!  
 

 

                           Our church, our youth our future…. 

      THREE DAYS OF FUNDRAISING EVENTS! 

 

In February 2012, St. Mary’s Parish will be hosting a fundraising event unlike any before!  For many decades our 

St. Mary’s School has hosted a fundraising auction and dinner but never has the Parish worked together to com-

bine energies and expertise to host a series of events that will benefit our entire Parish not just the school.  The 

events planned for February 10, 11  and 12 will take the place of the school’s traditional fundraising auction and 

proceeds will support the many youth education programs of St. Mary’s Parish. 

 

The funds earned over the 3-day event will be divided among St. Mary’s Youth Ministry, Hispanic Ministry 

Youth Group, parish Religious Education Program and School.  These are all vital programs that need our sup-

port and by holding a successful series of events we can keep all these programs running while at the same time, 

go a long way in reducing our Parish fiscal deficit.  

 

There will be something for everyone so come out and support one, two or all three of the wonderful events we 

have planned in February.   

Friday, February 10, 2012 – 5:30 pm 

 

Enjoy a wonderful dinner with your Valentine in our beautifully decorated Gathering Space!  This event will also in-

clude a limited live auction of extraordinary items, music and a special surprise.  Here’s just a peek at some of the 

items on the live auction:  

A sterling silver original design by local jeweler and designer Sid Stevens.  This original piece was 

made just for this event.  

Just in time for New Year’s resolutions, an annual membership to Snap Fitness Center – a 24 hour 

gym and health club. 

A sailing adventure for four adults aboard the “Cosa Bella” 42 foot Catalina sloop that includes din-

ner. 

Vacation stay in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. 
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Saturday, February 11, 2012 – Noon to 3:30 pm and 5:00 to 6:30 pm 

The International Food Festival will bring together in our church Gathering Space six “Villages” each featuring dif-

ferent menu options including: 

Filipino 
Hispanic 

Eastern European 
Hawaiian/Pan Asian 

Mediterranean 

European/American 

The festival will be open for lunch and dinner and will operate simultaneously with the Silent Auction taking place in 

the school.  Have a bite to eat then meander over to the school to check out the fabulous auction items, then back to 

sample other food from a different country….back again to check on your bid!  You won’t want to miss the music and 

entertainment as well. 

The Silent Auction will be set up in St. Mary’s School and will feature hundreds of items and services.  The auction will 

open at 1:00 pm so have lunch first at the International Food Festival then come to the school to view the variety of 

services, jewelry, Christmas decorations, gift certificates and so much more!   Travel back and forth between the two so 

you can keep an eye on the auction items you’re interested in.  The silent auction and food festival will close at 3:30 

pm.   

Saturday Evening Mass – 4:00 pm 

Note the change in time for this Mass!  After you have had lunch and enjoyed the silent auction, consider staying for 

the earlier-than-usual Saturday Mass.  The Silent Auction volunteers will be preparing the auction check out while 

you are celebrating the Mass.  After Mass concludes, the International Food Festival will re-open so you can have din-

ner and try some of the dishes you didn’t have a chance to try earlier in the day.  We’ll have a list of the silent auction 

top bidders for you to review and if you are the lucky bidder, you can stop by the school and pick up your winnings.  

Then head home to rest after such a full and fun-filled day! 

Sunday, February 12, 2012 

Everyone loves Bingo!  Check in at 12:30 pm in the Gathering Space to get your bid cards and find your place at the 

tables.  Lunch and snack items will be available to purchase and we’ll have a few fun raffle items for you to enter to 

win.   We will start to call the bingo at 1:30 pm sharp!   Stay alert and on your toes because we have great prizes includ-

ing a $500 cash prize.   Children under the age of 18 can play only if accompanied by a parent. 

As you can see, there truly is something for everyone!  This very special 3-day event is an opportunity for our St. 

Mary’s Parish to have great fun while raising the funds needed to preserve our parish youth programs. We hope 

you will mark these dates on your calendar today and we look forward to seeing you at 

 

          I St. Mary’s! 

    

February 10, 11 and 12, 2012 
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Living the Eucharist 

A Parish Wide Lenten Experience 

Beginning this Lent 

Living the Eucharist is a new, parish-based program designed to help revitalize parish life and spiritu-

ality through a more profound experience of Sunday Mass. It helps the entire parish grow  in our 

Catholic faith and live more fully as disciples of Jesus. Pope Benedict XVI’s apostolic exhortation, The 

Sacrament of Charity, inspired Living the Eucharist. Our Holy Father calls Catholics to renew our ex-

perience of the Sacrament of the Eucharist as a mystery to be believed, a mystery to be celebrated, 

and a mystery to be lived. 

This Lenten program renews and heightens parishioner involvement in the Sunday Eucharist, helps 

parishioners connect the celebration of the Eucharist more closely with the mission of Jesus Christ and 

the Church, and inspires them to live more intentionally as disciples of Jesus during the week.  

There are six weekly small group sessions for Living the Eucharist. We will offer sessions at a variety 

of different times to allow wide participation. We have several parishioners who have offered to lead a 

group. We are still recruiting  a few more leaders. In particular, we hope to start a young adult group 

(21—35 or 40 years)  and hope to find a young adult (or two) to lead the group. For more information 

please email (stmarys_albany@comcast.net) or call the parish office at 541-926-1449. 

 

Meetings will begin the week of February 19. Participant materials will be $8 (scholarships will be avail-

able). Sign ups begin soon. Watch the bulletin for more details! 
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The theme for the 2012 Catholic 
Schools Week celebration focuses on 
three priorities that make Catholic 
schools stand out from other educa-
tional institutions. Children are taught 
faith – not just the basics of Christian-
ity, but how to have a relationship with 
God.   
 
Academics, which in Catholic schools 
are held to very high standards, help 
each child reach his or her potential.  
Service, the giving of one’s time and 
effort to help others, is taught both as 
an expression of faith and good citi-
zenship.   
Students will begin their observance of 
Catholic Schools Week by celebrating 
Mass at Regis High School with all the 
Catholic school students in our region 

on Friday, January 27.   

 

St. Mary’s School in Albany will then 
focus on a different priority each day 
of the following week beginning with 

“service” on Monday.   

All-school Morning Prayer that day will 
include small, group meetings with a 
school parent who will talk about what 
life is like for senior citizens.  The stu-
dents will then visit various senior liv-
ing communities presenting small care 

packages for the residents.   

The Catholic school priority of 
“academics” will be the focus of the 
Tuesday activities beginning with 
Morning Prayer where the game show 
“Are You Smarter Than a Catholic 
School Student?” will be played out 
with the school principal, parish pastor 

and a parent contestant.  

 The same day, middle school stu-
dents will become classroom teachers 

for the afternoon.   

Wednesday of Catholic Schools Week 
at St. Mary’s School is dedicated to 
“fun!”  Students will be invited to 
“dress down.”  Hot lunch that day will 
feature a special dessert and a movie 
will be shown in the afternoon for all 

students.   

Thursday, staff and students will focus 
on “faith” as they begin the school day 
with Mass.  Students will participate in 
teacher-led Prayer Stations.  The af-
ternoon will feature a labyrinth with a 
preparation station, guided meditation, 

craft, music and liturgical dance.   

It will be a week in which all celebrate 

the gift of Catholic education. 

   

Catholic Schools Week 

All Parish Service Project for January 

Please bring new or like new: 

Hats, scarves, mittens, gloves and socks. 

We will collect them throughout the month  



This year’s Kermes was a success, raising more than 

$8,000.00 fundraised to support our Hispanic Ministry. 

For the past 8 years the Kermes as been one of the 

biggest events to support our Hispanic ministry. All 

the families and local Mexican businesses work hard 

to support this yearly event. Father T celebrated mass 

at the park and also sold tickets at the park. 

Kermes means a carnival to have fun and fundraise for 

a good cause. As every year, the Kermes took place at 

Timberlinn park beginning with our traditional basketball 

tournament. Then at 1:00 we had mass celebrated by 

Father T, followed by the food sale. This year we had 

tamales, taquitos, sopes and more. Many families joined 

the celebration. All the community was involved donat-

ing food and time to support our church. 

In the afternoon we had the traditional queen of the Ker-

mes. Flor Lopez was the winner. We also had inflatable 

toys, Mexican dancers, Quinceañera Fashion Show, a 

DJ, and more. 

The celebration ended with our traditional dance with 3 

Mexican bands who donated their time and talent.  

This event would not be possible without the Hispanic 

ministry volunteers who work at least 3 months before 

the event. The day of the event more than 40 volunteers 

donate the whole day and work very hard with faith for 

one cause, the love for Christ.  Traditional Kermes 2011 



Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 2011 

This year we had two day celebration. On December 11 our 
Hispanic Ministry celebrated our Lady of Guadalupe. The 
celebration begins with adoration to the Holy Sacrament. 
Then we had an illuminated rosary with candles and lots of 
roses. At 10:00 p.m. we had a mass celebrated by Father T 
followed by our traditional mañanitas (signing to Mary) with 
the participation of Father T, Coro Santa María, Coro Nues-
tra Señora de la Esperanza, and Coro Santa Maria del 
Camino. Everyone did a great job signing to Guadalupe. 
Many families dressed with traditional regional clothes from 
the different Mexican states. It was nice to see lots of fami-
lies and children participating and sharing our faith and cul-

ture.  

On Monday December 12, we had an Aztec dance from 
Portland opening the celebration with a very traditional rit-
ual to Mary. After the dance we had a second mass with 
Father T. Again, the church was crowded with many fami-
lies and children who came to celebrate the Guadalupe. 
Families came with candles, flowers, and a unique devotion 
that is celebrated once a year. It was a joy to see all the 
Hispanic families together. After mass we had a great din-
ner for the whole community. Many families worked hard to 
fundraise for this celebration and food was delicious. Father 

T counted more than 700 people attending the celebration. 

All the families who came to the celebration, enjoyed com-
ing and learning more about our Hispanic community. Dur-
ing dinner we had Mexican dances and music. It was an 
amazing celebration. Our Hispanic community enjoyed get-
ting to know more their pastor, Father T. We would like to 
extend our special thanks to all the families who took the 
time to come and celebrate our Lady of Guadalupe, and to 
all those families who worked hard to fundraise for this 

celebration. 

Father T celebrated two Masses for the Feast Day. 

During diner families enjoyed Mexican dances by St Mary’s Mexi-
can Folklore Dancing group. This group has been part of the His-
panic Ministry for more than 6 years. All participants are volunteers 
with their moms. They had been doing free presentations to the 

local senior’s homes.  

More than 700  
 people joined our Gua-
dalupe celebration  
During dinner families 
enjoyed Mexican carnitas 
with rice, beans, salsa 
and chips.  
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We’re off to a great start and our 
youth have been busier than ever! 
They are an amazing group of dis-
ciples, enthusiastic and faith filled, 
inspiring and energetic, inquisitive 
and questioning…some of them 
ponder God’s plan for their life and 
what that really means. Others 
just go with the flow and enjoy it 
all. Each of them has something to 
offer and we gladly embrace all 
that they bring to youth ministry 
and to our parish community. It is 
a joy to experience firsthand, the 
parts of their journey they choose 
to share with us and those we ob-
serve along the way. Here are just 
a few of the highlights from our 
last few months’ activities…you’ll 
see what we mean. 
 
September began with our annual 
high school leadership retreat with 
youth from St. Mary’s (Albany), St. 
Mary’s (Corvallis) and St. Ed-
ward’s (Lebanon). LEAD is short 
for ―Live Every Action Daily‖ for 
God and was the theme for our 
time together. The youth wrote 
deeply personal witness talks, fa-
cilitated small group discussions, 
and practiced their leadership 
skills throughout the retreat. They 
did a great job and have since led 
at youth group nights and other 
events that they themselves have 
organized. Great job LEAD Team! 
 
In addition to our LEAD youth, we 
are very blessed to have a dedi-
cated group of adults and college 
aged leaders who plan, prepare 
and lead our middle and high 
school youth groups throughout 
the year! They bring with them 
many gifts and talents that inspire, 
motivate and help our youth to 

grow in their faith. That being said, 
this has also been a challenging 
year as we have lost some of our 
team to new jobs, relocation and 
exciting opportunities challenging 
them to grow in their faith in new 
and different ways. We are sad to 
see them go but wish them well 
and extend our heartfelt gratitude 
for the difference they’ve made in 
the lives of our youth.  
 
Our ministry continues to grow 
and we are delighted that more 
and more youth are participating, 
even taking leadership at many of 
our gathered youth nights and 
events. As you can imagine, with 
this growth comes the need for 
larger core and support teams – in 
short, wonderful, caring adults like 
many of you! Here’s where you 
come in!  
 
Please prayerfully consider how 
God might be calling you to 
serve…whether behind the 
scenes or upfront and personal, 
on a regular basis or for an occa-
sional project or two. There’s 
something for everyone and we’d 
love to help you explore that. 
Those of you who have worked 
with youth before know that it is 
one of the most rewarding experi-
ences you’ll ever have! Please 
join us on Thursday, January 
19th from 7:00-8:00 pm at Our 
Lady of Peace House (706 Ells-
worth St.). Come take a closer 
look, have your questions an-
swered and learn more about this 
exciting opportunity! For additional 
information, please contact 
Cherrie Barnes, Coordinator of 
Youth Ministry, at 541-926-1449, 
ext. 315 or stmarysy-

outh@comcast.net. See you 
there! 
 
On September 18th, parents of 
middle and high school youth 
joined together for our annual Par-
ent Kick-off Night! During this fun 
filled and informative evening, par-
ents met both our Core Team 
(adult youth ministry team) and 
some of our LEAD youth (high 
school youth leaders) who spoke 
of their personal experience with 
youth group and its importance in 
their lives. Parents met other par-
ents, exchanged ideas, heard 
highlights of activities and events 
for the upcoming year, registered 
their youth and learned how they 
could support our team by volun-
teering their time and talent to 
make this the best year ever for 
their youth! Their response was 
amazing and parents signed up 
that night to help with youth 
nights, retreats and other events. 
Thank you parents!! We appreci-
ate you so much and couldn’t do it 
without you! The evening con-
cluded with the awarding of sev-
eral great door prizes and a 
GRAND prize drawing for those 
who took the challenge and re-
turned their youth’s completed 
registrations forms on or before 
parent kickoff. Those who did so 
and were present at kickoff were 
eligible to win one of 3 FREE reg-
istrations valued between $45 and 
$70. The winners were…drum roll 
please… Jen Vetter (free MS reg-
istration), Renee Alley (free HS 
registration), and Michel Bryant 
(free Confirmation registration)! 
Congratulations! 
HS Youth Group Kickoff took 
place on Sunday, September 25th 

Youth Ministry 
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Youth Ministry 
and MS Kick-off followed the next 
weekend. As always, Father T 
welcomed in the 2011-2012 year 
and all our St. Mary’s youth with 
great enthusiasm and vision!  He 
joined in icebreaker games and 
prize drawings for which he 
brought the prizes! He engaged us 
with his message, shared his ex-
citement for the coming year and 
inspired us to be hands-on about 
living out our faith while challeng-
ing us to focus on our prayer life. 
Father T definitely leads by exam-
ple and his hands-on approach 
continues to be welcomed and 
embraced by the youth of our par-
ish! Thank you Father T!  
 
October brought with it a whirlwind 
of gathered youth nights, events 
and service opportunities. The first 
was our annual high school scav-
enger hunt. Youth broke into 
teams and after a few simple in-
structions, the race was on! Each 
team had 50 minutes to strategize 
and complete a variety of tasks 
(i.e. go to different locations, take 
pictures, bring or wear items back, 
text, sing, etc.) that would earn 
them the maximum number of 
points and the winning team title. 
Father T had his station too! You 
just never know where he’ll turn 
up but he always does!! The youth 
love it and are determined to find 
him as his company is ―divine‖ and 
his station usually carries the most 
points with itJ It’s always fun to 
see the teams return at the end of 
the race! Judging by the looks on 
their faces and stories they tell, it’s 
safe to say that the adult drivers 
have as much fun as the youth! 
Go team! 
 

Later that week, 45 of our middle 
school youth and their friends en-
joyed lots of fun and adventure at 
an all night lock-in at Safari Sam’s. 
Many tried their hand at the ―Black 
Diamond Challenge,‖ an obstacle 
course full of twists and turns, 
ropes and walls, a friendly compe-
tition that tested their agility, 
strength and speed. They also 
played miniature golf, video ar-
cade games, sardines in the dark, 
and dodge ball; competed in an 
inflatable jousting tournament and 
fought off crocodiles in the blue 
lagoon; ate all you can eat pizza & 
pop, watched movies, and lots 
more! This ―must do‖ activity has 
become a tradition here at St. 
Mary’s and one they are already 
asking about for next year!  
 
The FISH Food Drive took place 
on October 22

nd
 and as always, 

our middle and high school youth 
were out in full force along with 
several other local groups that 
participated in this community 
wide campaign. The youth spent 
their morning going door to door 
collecting non-perishable food 
items for local food banks that will 

provide for those in need in our 
community. When asked what 
they enjoyed most about the 
morning, Leticia said, “helping oth-
ers.” “…collecting so much food 
for people in need.” (Faith W.)  
Ben D. shared “…hanging out with 
friends…It was great to see the 
tangible commitment you have 
made…a giant truck drive away 
filled with food and knowing that 
you helped to make it happen.”  “It 
makes me feel good to know that 
I’m helping build the kingdom of 
God.” (Alex D.) When asked what 
they learned about themselves 
through this experience, Joslyn B. 
said, “…that I need to be open to 
new things.” “…that I really am 
part of a community.” (Tilly I.) “…
that I can help people even if it’s 
little things.” (Paul B.) Thanks to 
all our youth for serving! 
 
Participation in the FISH Food 
Drive is only one of the ways that 
our youth tackle hunger in our 
community. Last winter, as part of 
the ―Souper‖ Bowl of Caring, our 
youth and 260,000 oth-
ers nationwide, helped raise over 
$9 million in cash and food dona-
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tions to fight hunger and poverty 
across the country. Thanks to your 
generosity, our parish raised 
$2250.55 for St. Mary's Soup 
Kitchen and collected 1267 
pounds of food for the Linn-
Benton Food Share. This sur-
passed the previous year’s num-
bers of $1522 in cash and 900 lbs 
of food so our impact was even 
greater! Throughout the month of 
January, our youth will again be 
collecting food for Linn Benton 
Food Share. Donations of non-
perishable food items are wel-
comed and may be left on the ta-
ble by the youth bulletin board 
through February 5th. On 
―Souper‖ Bowl Sunday, our youth 
will go for winning touchdown and 
greet you with soup pots as you 
leave Mass inviting your cash do-
nations as part of their ―Put 5 
Aside‖ campaign. All proceeds will 
go to St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen. 
Thank you for your support! See 
you at the ―Souper‖ Bowl!!   
 
On November 6th, our youth who 
will receive the Sacrament of Con-
firmation this spring declared their 
intent to con-
tinue their 
journey as 
Christians 
before God 
and our par-
ish during the 
Rite of Ac-
ceptance. 
Candidates 
were signed 
by their par-
ents or spon-
sors with the 
sign of the 
cross and 
renewed 
their baptis-

mal vows affirming their commit-
ment. 26 youth candidates will be 
confirmed by Archbishop John 
Vlazny on Sunday, April 29 at 4:00 
pm here at St. Mary’s. A special 
reception in their honor will follow 
in the Gathering Space. Everyone 
is welcome! 

Also in November, ten of our high 
school youth were "Called to 
Glory" and traveled with Father T 
and Cherrie Barnes to Indianapo-
lis, Indiana for the National Catho-
lic Youth Conference (NCYC). 
NCYC is the largest single gather-
ing for Catholic young people in 
the United States and draws more 
than 23,000 youth and their chap-
erones from around the country. 
Sponsored by the National Fed-
eration for Catholic Youth Ministry 
(NFCYM), NCYC was faith-filled, 
action-packed, and fun! Our pil-
grims were treated to amazing 
liturgies and prayer experiences; 
inspiring speakers like Mark Hart 
(the Bible Geek), Steve An-
grisano, Mike Patin, Jason and 
Crystalina Evert; and experienced 
fabulous Christian entertainment - 

all emceed by ValLimar Jansen 
who engaged us with her flare for 
storytelling and song.  
 
When asked to describe their ex-
perience at NCYC, Sierra A. 
shared, “When I woke up that 
morning, I was feeling sick from 
anticipation! When I got on the 
plane from Denver to Indy, I was 
getting weak at the knees. But 
when we got there, I knew I was in 
the right place!” “Awesome…I 
loved the atmosphere… of love 
and praise. NCYC opened my 
eyes and my heart a lot 
more.” (Levi T.) “…more than I 
expected. Everyone there had at 
least one thing in common, GOD. 
Because of this, everyone was 
able to be themselves and be ac-
cepted.” (Aaron N.) “..fun, life 
changing, inspirational!” (Gabby 
F.) “…very uplifting and ener-
getic...having everyone there so 
excited about God and their 
faith…really changed my view 
about faith and bringing it to oth-
ers…I feel that I gained a lot of 
courage...it will be a lot easier for 
me to share my experiences with 

people outside of 
church.” (Joe L.) 
“The atmosphere 
was amazing! The 
energy in my friends 
and other youth was 
indescrib-
able!”  (Korie W.)  
 
When asked how 
this experience has 
changed them and 
how they will use 
what they have 
learned in the name 
of Jesus, Diana S. 
shares “I am more 
open with my faith. I 

Youth Ministry 
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can freely talk about my faith with-
out worrying if someone is judging 
me.” “I will pray more…trust my 
friends to be with me on my jour-
ney with Christ…and always find 
time for God in my daily 
life.” (Sierra A.) “I just 
have to remember 
what I heard in the 
workshops… so many 
life lessons!” (Mariah 
A.) “I will be more out-
spoken about my 
faith.” (Aaron N.) 
 
At NCYC 2011, one of 
our youth had the dis-
tinct honor of serving 
as an ambassador. 
She was 1 of 3 youth 
chosen to represent 
our archdiocese, at-
tended a special train-
ing upon arrival, and 
took leadership roles 
at 2 different work-
shops to include a 
mega workshop with 
attendance in excess 
of 4,000 people. “I 
liked being an ambas-
sador. It was awe-
some…to lead others in prayer 
and introduce them…I loved how 
there was a huge feeling of Catho-
lic pride…to be yourself in every-
thing you do is so great!” (Jolynn 
M.) Congratulations to Jolynn and 
to all our youth for the grace and 
dignity with which they prepared 
for this pilgrimage, the example 
they set while there and their con-
tinued discipleship.   
 
NCYC was the experience of a 
lifetime and one we’ll never forget. 
We are especially grateful to our 
parish community and to our 

friends and family for supporting 
us financially and in prayer as we 
prepared for our trip. Words can-
not begin to express the gratitude 
we feel.   
 

 
Please plan to join us for a special 
NCYC ―Thank You‖ Event the 
weekend of January 21-22. Share 
in our experience and enjoy pic-
tures, personal reflections, special 
treats after masses and much 
more! Thank you again. We hope 
to see you there! 
 
 
In December, our middle school 
youth group made fleece blankets 
during their ―Gift of Advent‖ Lock-
in. The blankets were donated to 
the Downtown Chapel where our 

Confirmation youth experienced 
an immersion with the homeless 
the following day (Portland). 
Throughout the month, our middle 
and high school youth groups met 
for their regular Sunday night 

gatherings, the last being 
our annual Christmas party 
where both groups beamed 
with artistry and style as 
they created wrapping pa-
per fashion ensembles and 
walked the runway display-
ing their creations, complete 
with accessories and atti-
tude! Great food, fellowship 
and fun were had by all!    
 
As we say goodbye to 2011, 
we are grateful for the many 
blessings we’ve received. 
As always, we’d like to ex-
tend our heartfelt thanks to 
all of you who help with this 
ministry. Your continued 
support and prayers mean 
more than you can know. 
So many of you have 
brought snack, monitored 
doors, chaperoned and 
driven to events, helped 
with meal preparations and 

clean-up, prayed for our youth and 
for those who work with them, 
joined our fundraisers and so 
much more. We couldn’t do it with-
out you!  
 
We look forward to all that 2012 
brings and welcome your contin-
ued support of our youth. For ad-
ditional information, please con-
tact Cherrie Barnes, Coordinator 
of Youth Ministry at 541-926-1449, 
ext. 315 or stmarysy-
outh@comcast.net .    

 

Youth Ministry 

Peace Prayer of St. Francis 
An adaptation by St. Mary’s youth 

 
Lord, help me do your will, as your creation. 

Where there is war, let us spread peace among us. 
Where there is pain, let us forgive. 

Wherever there is questioning and disbelief,  
let me have faith. 

Where there is sadness, let us seek happiness. 
Let us find light in the darkness. 

Where there is sorrow, let us find YOU. 
 

Give me the wisdom and strength to console… 
not to be consoled, 

to understand…not to be understood, 
to love ALL…not to seek it. 
We receive when we give. 

We are forgiven when we forgive. 
In giving ourselves to the works of God,  

kindness, charity and forgiveness, 
we are born to eternal life with God. Amen. 

 
(Written by St. Maryôs high school youth during youth group ~  

November 13, 2011) 
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